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Fact-finders study role of a county auditor  
If information is power, as the adage goes, then a fact-finding trip to Duval County led by Miami-
Dade County Commissioner Jimmy Morales could help tilt the balance 
at County Hall.  

As a prelude to a Nov. 6 proposal by Morales to create an auditing body that would report to 
county commissioners, Miami-Dade officials met last week with members of the Duval County 
Office of the Council Auditor.  

Morales said Duval's system more closely mirrors that of the private sector, in which auditors 
report to a board of directors, not the chief executive officer.  

At present, Miami-Dade's department of Audit and Management reports to County Manager 
Steve Shiver.  

Under this arrangement, as Morales noted, ``the very administrative body that is supposed to be 
audited is in charge of that audit.''  

Another advocate for a revamped system is Commissioner Katy Sorenson, whose chief of staff, 
Mindy McNichols, also made the day trip to Duval.  

``The idea is for the commission to have its own audit function -- to have closer involvement with 
the budget process and to have information from an independent source,'' Sorenson said.  

Commissioner Natacha Seijas also made the trip, along with the county's head auditor, Kathy 
Jackson. Sources said Shiver is warming to the idea.  

One possible reason for Shiver's receptiveness to a proposal that would seem to undercut his 
power: his experience as an elected official in Homestead.  

There, Shiver and other elected officials blamed the city's much-publicized financial nosedive on 
a lack of timely and reliable information from professional managers.  

-- KARL ROSS 
 


	Fact-finders study role of a county auditor

